Social support and immune status during and after chemotherapy for breast cancer.
Social support and immune status were assessed in women treated with adjuvant chemotherapy for breast cancer. Perception of enhanced attachment was associated with an increased number of white blood cell levels three months after, but not during, chemotherapy. After treatment, patients with high attachment ratings had higher numbers and proportions of granulocytes, and lower proportions of lymphocytes and monocytes. It is concluded that the support experienced by a cancer patient can be associated with counts and proportions of leukocytes, but that this effect, if present during chemotherapy, is overridden by the biological factor that affects the haematopoetic process.